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1.  SB 198- Establishing the Statewide Suicide Prevention Council, Sponsored by Senator
Halford

As of 4/24, this bill was amended and passed by Senate HES Committee.  It now moves to
Senate Finance

Link to text and fiscal notes:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=22&bill=SB198

H&SS has submitted a fiscal note of $250,000 for this bill.
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2.  HALFORD MEASURE SETS UP COUNCIL TO CURB SUICIDE
EPIDEMIC: Yukon-Koyukuk, Valley areas see dramatic jump in rate among young people.

By Martha Bellisle
Anchorage Daily News

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=22&bill=HB4
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=22&bill=HB4


(Published April 24, 2001)
Juneau -- Young people in rural Alaska and the Mat-Su area are killing themselves at rates
reaching epidemic levels, said Senate President Rick Halford. And in the rest of the state, suicide
rates remain about double the national average.

To respond, Halford is pushing a bill to establish a 15-member suicide prevention council
assigned to look for ways to reduce suicide rates, increase public awareness and enhance
prevention programs and services across Alaska.

The Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee passed the bill Monday. It now
heads to Senate Finance.

"It is devastating to lose someone to suicide at any age, but it is especially tragic to lose a young
person who has so much to live for," said Halford, R-Chugiak. "Suicide is a cry of despair, and we
need to hear that cry and respond before someone takes their own life."

Alaska's suicide problem has become urgent in the past few years as health officials have
watched dramatic jumps in the numbers of suicides among young people the Mat-Su area and in
the six villages of the Yukon-Koyukuk region of the western Interior, said Susan Soule, who
oversees the state's alcoholism and drug abuse services.

Ten young people killed themselves in Mat-Su between January 2000 and February 2001,
according to the Department of Health and Social Services. The deaths included male and female
students, members of middle-class families and high achievers.

Many students are seeking crisis counseling in the region, officials said. The Matanuska Susitna
School District logged 367 counseling sessions in 2000, 97 percent for suicidal or homicidal
mediation. It reported more than 235 sessions this school year.

In the Yukon-Koyukuk region, home to about 1,700 people, mostly in small towns, the suicides
are devastating.

Six suicides, all alcohol-related, were documented last year in the region, officials said. And at
least three more people killed themselves between October 2000 and last month.

The first step to breaking this apparently escalating pattern, Soule said, is to analyze the crisis.
That's where the Statewide Suicide Prevention Council comes in.

"What we need is for this council to go to work and take a good look at what is happening and
what should happen," Soule said. Then the group can help "write the blueprint" for the next series
of steps.

That would come none too soon, Halford said. The last time there was a comprehensive look at
suicide in Alaska was in 1988.

"We're behind a lot of other states that have a lot lower suicide rates," he added.

According to the bill, the council would be made up of two members each from the House and
Senate and 11 members appointed by the governor.

That group would include two people from the executive branch of state government, members of
several alcohol and mental health boards, a counselor from a secondary school, one person who
has experienced a suicide by a family member, and someone younger than 18, among other
people.



Council members would be assigned to develop comprehensive community-based approaches to
suicide, build partnerships between private and public entities that will address suicide, and
"develop and implement a statewide suicide prevention plan."

The bill requires the panel to submit a report of findings and recommendations to the Legislature
and the governor each March.

Halford said he's uncertain of support in the Legislature for the plan but will work to gather the
backing. "The support will follow the knowledge," Halford said. "People need to realize how
serious this problem is."
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3.  Training available in Child Passenger Safety in ALASKA

Two types of courses in Child Passenger Safety are planned during May/June/September 2001
(4-day Technician Training and 2-day Introductory Course)

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATION TRAINING (receive NHTSA
certification as a Technician upon successful completion)

* May 8-11, Ketchikan - 4-day training followed by Child Car Seat Check on May 12 at Lewis
Motors in Ketchikan.  Contact Colleen McNulty (907-465-3353) for more information

* May 15-18, Anchorage - 4-day training followed by Child Car Seat Check on May 19 in
Anchorage, Alaska Sales and Service, Contact Gordon Glaser (907-269-3433) or Peggy Hayashi
(907-261-3194) for more information.

* Sept 2-5, Anchorage - 4-day training followed by Child Car Seat Check on Sept 6 in Anchorage,
Alaska Sales and Service, Contact Gordon Glaser (907-269-3433) or Peggy Hayashi (907-261-
3194) for more information.

 Note: limited travel scholarships for a 4-day class are available from CHEMS.  Contact David
Thomson at 907-465-8632.

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY - 2-DAY CAR SEAT CLASS (this is an introductory class - does
not award Technician certification)

* May 24-25, Petersburg, following by a Child Car Seat Check on May 26.  Local contact Dena
Budinger (907-772-3488).  Contact Colleen McNulty (907-465-3353) for more information

* June 7-8, Juneau, following by a Child Car Seat Check on June 9 at Capital Chevrolet (formally
Lewis Motors).  Contact Colleen McNulty (907-465-3353) for more information

From the NHTSA website: Child Passenger Safety Training Programs
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/childps/Training/index.html
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4. Tenth International Conference on Safe Communities – Anchorage, May 21-23, 2001 –
register online!

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/childps/Training/index.html


The Alaska Injury Prevention Center is proud to host the Tenth International Conference on Safe
Communities, Safe Comm-10, here in Anchorage, on May 21-23, 2001.

For more information and online registration, click the following:
www.alaska-ipc.org/safecomm.htm

Marcia Rom
The Alaska Injury Prevention Center,
PO Box 210736,
Anchorage, Alaska USA 99521-0736,
Email to: marcia_rom@hotmail.com

The Center’s telephone is 1-907-929-3939, and fax is 1-907-929-3940.
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5. Press Release from Alaska Department of Health & Social Services - Federal and State
Agencies Launch Recall Round-Up to Reduce Fire Deaths and Injuries

(Juneau, Alaska) – The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the Alaska
Department of Health and Social Services, and the Alaska Fire Marshal are launching a "recall
round-up" to rid homes of fire hazards. CPSC is organizing a nationwide campaign to discard
hazardous consumer products such as old disposable lighters, frayed extension cords, and
recalled products that could lead to a deadly fire. The products on the "recall round-up list" have
been recalled in the past or were made safer when new safety standards were put into place.

Each year, over 3,000 Americans die and 16,000 are injured because of fires that start in homes.
These fires result in property losses of about $4 billion. Many Alaskans remember the fire in St.
Paul on Christmas Eve, 1999, when three children and their mother died in a house fire.
Increasing awareness about fire hazards and ridding homes of hazardous products will reduce
injuries to Alaskans.

CPSC standards and compliance activities have contributed to a decline in fires and fire deaths
over the past several years. For example, CPSC's standard for child-resistant lighters has helped
reduce fire deaths from children playing with lighters by 43 percent since 1994. Other CPSC
standards include general wearing apparel, children's sleepwear, mattresses, and carpets and
rugs. CPSC is working on standards for upholstered furniture and for heating and cooking
equipment. Recalls have been announced for certain battery-operated children's vehicles, non-
child-resistant lighters, halogen lamps, dishwashers, extension cords, toasters, and other
products.

To conduct this year's recall round-up, CPSC has enlisted the help of local fire departments and
state health and safety organizations. Fire departments in Fairbanks, Kenai, Juneau, and Mat-Su
will serve as collection sites for hazardous products on CPSC recall lists. Public Health Centers
will help publicize the safety campaign and distribute information about the hazardous products.

"CPSC's safety standards and recalls have helped save hundreds of lives, but many pre-standard
and recalled products remain in people's homes," said Commissioner Karen Perdue of Health
and Social Services. "That's why people should do some spring cleaning, checking their homes
and knick-knack drawers for old disposable lighters, frayed extension cords, and other products
that could be hazardous."

"CPSC can get dangerous products off store shelves, but the real challenge is to get them out of
families' homes," said Gary Powell, State Fire Marshal. "Today, CPSC is launching the recall
round-up with the release of an updated 'Recall List' of products."

www.alaska-ipc.org/safecomm.htm


CPSC's toll-free telephone hotline and web site provide information about recalled products and
information on what to look for when buying products. Consumers can reach the hotline at 800-
638-2772 or visit the web site at http://www.cpsc.gov. To get a list of major recalls, consumers
should send a postcard to "Recall List," CPSC, Washington, D.C. 20207.

"CPSC sometimes learns of deaths or serious injuries caused by previously recalled products.
We want to prevent these needless tragedies," said CPSC Chairman Ann Brown. "We urge
people to get CPSC's list of recalls and check for old products that could be hazardous."

For more information, contact Martha Moore, injury surveillance and prevention program
manager, (907) 465-8631, Martha_Moore@health.state.ak.us

Some hazardous products that might be in consumers' homes are:

--Cigarette Lighters without child-resistant mechanisms. CPSC's standard requires that both
disposable cigarette lighters and novelty lighters made since 1994 must be hard for children
under five years of age to operate. Novelty lighters are often in shaped like toys or other objects
that appeal to children. According to CPSC data, this safety standard has helped reduce fire
deaths from children playing with lighters by 43 percent since 1994. CPSC estimates that the
standard for child-resistant lighters and novelty lighters should help save more than 100 lives
each year. Never allow children access to cigarette or novelty lighters. Discard old non-child-
resistant lighters.

--Extension cords with frayed or cut insulation, undersize wire, loose connections, or improper
grounding can cause fires. Each year, there are approximately 5,700 fires and 40 deaths related
to faulty extension cords, power strips, and surge protectors. Make sure your extension cords
have a certification label from an independent testing lab such as UL (Underwriters Laboratories)
or ETL (Intertek Testing Services).

--Black & Decker Spacemaker Optima Toasters (Model T1000, sold from 1994 through 1996).
These 234,000 toasters were recalled because food can catch on fire, and when the toaster door
automatically opens and the food rack extends beyond the door, flames from the food can escape
the unit and expose kitchen cabinets and their contents to the fire. Black & Decker received 1,066
food fire complaints involving these toasters; 656 of these involved property damage and 8
involved burn injuries. Call Black & Decker toll-free at (800) 746-2159 to get a free replacement
product.

--Kmart children's decorative lamps that pose a fire hazard. Kmart recalled 280,000 electric lamps
(sold from January 1993 through March 2000) because a short circuit poses a fire hazard. There
have been eight fires, two with property damage. Return the lamps to Kmart for a refund.

--Halogen torchiere floor lamps need a wire guard to help reduce the fire risk. Over 40 million
halogen floor lamps made before 1997 were recalled because they have no guard to protect
against fire. CPSC knows of 436 fires and 35 deaths since 1992 related to halogen lamps.
People can get the wire guards by sending a postcard to Catalina Lighting Consumer Services,
18191 NW 68th Avenue, Miami, FL 33015.

--GE and Hotpoint dishwashers that present a fire hazard. General Electric Appliances Co. is
voluntarily offering a free repair option in the form of a rewiring for its recalled GE and Hotpoint
dishwashers. With the free rewire option, a GE-authorized technician will rewire the slide switch
at no cost to consumers. This supplements the original rebate program announced October 19,
1999. The dishwashers have a slide switch that can melt and ignite, presenting a fire hazard.
CPSC is aware of approximately 90 incidents associated with these dishwashers. GE
manufactured 3.1 million of these dishwashers between 1983 and 1989. Call GE at (800) 599-
2929.



-Old electric hair dryers without built-in shock-protection devices in the plug can cause
electrocution. Destroy these old hazardous products. Do not sell them at garage sales or give
them to thrift stores.
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6. Dangerous Aspirations - Teens Court Injury in Hopes of Dubious Fame

ABCNews

(Excerpt)
April 25 — It was supposed to be a hilarious gag, an over-the-top stunt captured on home video
that would land a group of teens on a popular national television show.

But instead of seeing their antics replayed on MTV's Jackass, two Independence, Ky., boys
wound up breaking their friend's leg and getting sent to a juvenile detention center after taping a
daredevil hit-and-run style stunt Monday afternoon.

"They were extremely upset after the event happened," Independence police Sgt. Anthony Lucas
told ABCNEWS' Good Morning America. "But prior to that, when we saw the video of them doing
the practice runs, they're laughing about it, cutting up, they were upset that he didn't try (standing
in front of the car) the first time."

Police say a 17-year-old was driving the 1983 Honda Civic and his 16-year-old friend was
videotaping from the passenger seat as the two intentionally struck another 16-year-old who was
standing in the middle of the road, waiting for them.

Police say the car was moving faster than the 20-mph speed limit on the residential street,
although they do not know its exact speed.

In their previous dry runs — they had apparently practiced the stunt for two weeks — the boy had
jumped away from the car just before it would have hit him. Their plan was to have him leap away
from the moving car in a single bound, capture it all on videotape and then submit it to MTV in
hopes of making the broadcast.

Instead, the high-school students produced an alarming video record of a stunt gone wrong, in
which the teenager is struck by the car, hits the windshield with a thud, then flies over the car
onto the pavement.

He ended up with a broken leg, cuts and bruises all over his body and bumps on his head.

Police charged the driver and passenger of the car with first-degree, wanton endangerment and
sent them to the Campbell County Regional Detention Center. They did not charge a fourth boy
who was taping the stunt from a nearby yard, though both he and the victim may also face
charges, Lucas said.

The car stunt was only the latest that the boys had tried. Earlier this year, they were riding
skateboards and bicycles into a lake when it was extremely cold out, Lucas said. In one video, a
boy rode his bicycle right into a snow-covered bush.

Full Text w/ video:
www.abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/GoodMorningAmerica/GMA010425Another_jackass.html
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7. Application package for the "Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program" available

www.abcnews.go.com/sections/GMA/GoodMorningAmerica/GMA010425Another_jackass.html


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the United States Fire Administration
(USFA) have established the "Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program". This exciting program
allows fire departments in the 50 United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, or the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
to apply. Grants will be awarded in six specific categories including training, fire prevention
programs, wellness/fitness programs, vehicles, firefighting equipment, and personal protective
equipment. Each fire department is allowed to apply for grants in a maximum of two different
categories.

All applications must be received by 5:00 PM EDT on May 2, 2001, so use the links above to visit
the FEMA/USFA Web site for program updates and application forms. Get your department
involved today!

Link to FEMA site:
www.nfpa.org/Education/Professional_Development_and_C/FEMA_USFA_Grant/fema_usfa_gra
nt.html
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8. National SAFE KIDS Executive Director, Heather Paul, Ph.D., Testifies at Booster Seat
Hearing Before Senate Committee

At the request of Senators Peter G. Fitzgerald (R-Ill.) and John McCain (R-Ariz.), Heather Paul,
Ph.D., executive director of the National SAFE KIDS Campaign, testified today for better child
passenger safety laws before the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs,
Foreign Commerce and Tourism.

"SAFE KIDS believes that a strong law, coupled with effective programming, is the cornerstone of
any state’s commitment to child passenger safety,” Dr. Paul said during her testimony. “We are
dedicated to continuing our effort both to help parents safely transport their children and to assist
state legislatures with improving their child restraint laws. Today’s hearing, along with the
awareness it will produce, will help SAFE KIDS and other child safety advocates better protect
our nation’s children.”

In her testimony, Dr. Paul focused on the measures that are needed at the state and federal
levels to better protect children as they “graduate” from child safety seats to adult restraint
systems. She specifically addressed booster seats as a needed child restraint for older children,
as well as other critical child occupant protection initiatives.

“SAFE KIDS adamantly believes a properly used and correctly installed child safety seat is the
best way to protect our nation’s children from the dangers of car crashes,” Dr. Paul said. “We
believe, through our SAFE KIDS BUCKLE UP program and with the help of other dedicated child
safety advocates and partner organizations, children will be better protected on our nation’s
highways.”

Closing the Gaps in Child Occupant Protection Laws

The first child occupant protection law was passed in Tennessee in 1978. Since then, all states
have passed laws mandating that children be restrained in motor vehicles. Disappointingly, the
numbers of unrestrained children injured and killed on America’s roadways have remained
alarmingly high for the last two decades, bringing renewed attention to all aspects of child
passenger safety.

Sen. Fitzgerald, subcommittee Chair, and Sen. McCain, Chair of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science and Transportation, called upon SAFE KIDS, the National Highway Traffic

www.nfpa.org/Education/Professional_Development_and_C/FEMA_USFA_Grant/fema_usfa_grant.html
www.nfpa.org/Education/Professional_Development_and_C/FEMA_USFA_Grant/fema_usfa_grant.html


Safety Administration, the National Transportation Safety Board and other child passenger safety
organizations to provide Congress with counsel for better protecting children. The subcommitte
will examine gaps in federal and state laws that leave older child passengers at risk and discuss
what the federal government could do better to protect these "forgotten children."

“We know how best to protect children when they travel, and we know that in order to persuade
parents to buckle up their children we need to educate them about the benefits of proper restraint
and the consequences of not restraining their children at all,” Dr. Paul said. “Most experts agree
that strong occupant protection laws, coupled with consistent enforcement, are a proven way to
get children and adults to buckle up. Yet shockingly, a majority of states have gaps in their
coverage – leaving certain motor vehicle occupants, especially children, unprotected.”

The Senate hearing follows February’s Child Passenger Safety Week when SAFE KIDS released
Child Passengers at Risk in America: A National Rating of Child Occupant Protection Laws, the
most comprehensive analysis of our nation’s child occupant protection laws yet. SAFE KIDS
experts reviewed each existing child occupant protection law and then measured it against a
model law that provides a benchmark for every state legislature. Assessments were based on the
language of each law, not on its implementation, enforcement or other state child passenger
safety programs.

“Existing weaknesses and gaps are frightening. Nearly half of all states earned F’s and more than
a third earned D’s. This rating of state child restraint laws clearly demonstrates that child safety
needs to be a higher priority for our state legislators, governors and citizens. Inconsistent state
laws do children a grave injustice,” Dr. Paul said. “No parent in America should be dependent on
a state law to ensure their child’s safety on the road. SAFE KIDS believes that child passenger
safety laws should apply equally across all states and the District of Columbia.”

In response to report's findings, SAFE KIDS and its more than 300 coalitions have launched a
five-year initiative to close the gaps in these laws, helping to ensure that all children are properly
protected while traveling in motor vehicles. SAFE KIDS has provided tailored recommendations
to each state legislature on how it can better protect its most vulnerable population - children.
SAFE KIDS also supplied model provisions to guide legislators in their efforts.

“Nationwide, SAFE KIDS coalitions have been working to upgrade their state child occupant
protection laws, educating families on how to restrain their children properly, and assisting states
in their law enforcement efforts,” Dr. Paul said.

Already, at least 20 states have introduced bills to upgrade their law and three states, Arkansas,
Georgia and New Mexico, have passed improved laws.

Dr. Paul’s testimony can be downloaded below in Adobe Acrobat (PDF).
www.safekids.org/content_documents/HPBoosterSeatHearing1.PDF

National SAFE KIDS Website:
www.safekids.org
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9. Top Court Allows Minor Traffic Offense Arrest (Seat Belts)

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A divided U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Tuesday that police may
arrest individuals for minor traffic or other misdemeanor offenses punishable only by a fine, such
as unbuckled seat belts or public littering.

www.safekids.org/content_documents/HPBoosterSeatHearing1.PDF
www.safekids.org


The high court, by a 5-4 vote, declared the Constitution's Fourth Amendment, which bans
unreasonable arrests and searches, does not prevent the police from making such arrests without
a warrant.

``The question is whether the Fourth Amendment forbids a warrantless arrest for a minor criminal
offense, such as a misdemeanor seat-belt violation punishable only by a fine. We hold that it does
not,'' Justice David Souter said for the court majority.

The dissent warned the ruling ``has potentially serious consequences for the everyday lives of
Americans. A broad range of conduct falls with the category of fine-only misdemeanors,''
extending from traffic offenses to littering, for example.

Souter, normally one of the court's most liberal members, was joined by four conservatives --
Chief Justice William Rehnquist and Justices Antonin Scalia, Anthony Kennedy and Clarence
Thomas.

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, a moderate conservative, said in dissent, ``The court neglects the
Fourth Amendment's express command in the name of administrative ease'' and it ``cloaks the
pointless indignity'' that the woman in the case suffered ``with the mantle of reasonableness.''

Seat-Belt Law Violated

The case involved Gail Atwater, who in March 1997 was driving her pickup truck in Lago Vista,
Texas, with her 3-year-old son and 5-year-old daughter in the front seat. None of them was
wearing a seat belt.

Bart Turek, a Lago Vista police officer, observed the violations and pulled Atwater over. She told
him she did not have her license and insurance information, as required by Texas law, because
her purse had been stolen the day before.

Deciding to arrest Atwater, Turek handcuffed her and took her to the local jail, where she spent
about one hour being processed and having bail set. She then was released on $310 bond.

She was charged with driving without her seat belt fastened, failing to secure her children in seat
belts, driving without a license and failing to provide proof of insurance.

She pleaded no contest to the misdemeanor seat belt offenses and paid a $50 fine. The other
charges were dropped.

Atwater and her husband then sued the city, Turek and the police chief, alleging they had violated
her constitutional rights and seeking compensatory and punitive damages.

Rejects Historical Argument

Souter rejected Atwater's historical argument that the common law dating back to the founding of
the country barred peace officers from making warrantless misdemeanor arrests, except in cases
of ``breach of the peace'' involving violence.

Souter said the British Parliament, before the founding of the United States, allowed arrests for all
sorts of minor offenses without violence, including night walking, game playing, cursing and
negligent carriage-driving.

He said the laws in all 50 states and in the District of Columbia currently allow misdemeanor
arrests by at least some peace officers without requiring any breach of the peace, as do a host of
federal laws.



Souter refused to create a new rule of constitutional law forbidding a custodial arrest when
conviction does not involve any jail time and the government cannot show any compelling need
for immediate detention.

``Atwater's arrest satisfied constitutional requirements,'' he said, even though it may have been
inconvenient and embarrassing.

O'Connor disagreed. ``There is no question that officer Turek's actions severely infringed
Atwater's liberty and privacy.''

She warned that giving the police ``such unbounded discretion carries with it grave potential for
abuse'' and said, ``After today, the arsenal available to any officer extends to a full arrest and the
searches permissible'' under that arrest.

Timothy Lynch, director of the Project on Criminal Justice at the Cato Institute think-tank, said,
``The practical effect of the ruling is that police officers can exercise 'extremely poor judgement'
and harass citizens for pointless reasons -- and those citizens are without legal redress.''

He added, ``The Framers of our Constitution would frankly be startled by the Supreme Court's
cavalier treatment of the legal threshold by which citizens can be deprived of their liberty and
thrown in jail.''
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10. Be Alert ... Children Driveway Warning Signs

A parent's worst nightmare is to hear the screech of brakes, knowing that their children are
outside playing.

Leslie Saba, creator of the Be Alert ..... Children Driveway Sign and mother of four young
children, developed this powerful and worthwhile sign out of a need and concern to protect her
children from the speeding and unaware motorist. According to Saba, just as parents protect their
children by "child proofing" their home, strapping their kids into seat belts and car seats, and
making sure they wear bike helmets, they must protect them in front of their own houses.

The concept of the bright lemon yellow 20" X 12 A-frame portable sign is to place it at the end of
the driveway, on the sidewalk or edge of the yard. Saba, strongly believes "it is important to put it
out only when the children are out so it DOES NOT become an everyday fixture that may
ultimately be ignored." For example, says Saba, "when one sees the public works sign "Slow
Children" in the same place for 15 years one may think to themselves "These kids must be off to
college by now." Saba continues, "This Be Alert... Children sign has such an impact you can
actually hear motorists taking their foot off the gas peddle."

Saba developed the sign in 1994, and realized the need was universal. It now appears in many
children's catalogs.

Signs can be ordered online.  Link to Site: www.childsafety.com/
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11. Toolkit for Helmet Promotion Programs from the Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute

References and resources for promoting helmets.  Partial list of topics…

* Basic campaign advice: an overview of what a program can be.

www.childsafety.com/



* Helmet Program Resources

* A fabulous manual for helmet promotion programs originally written by John Williams and the
folks at Adventure Cycling.

* Statistics from various sources.

* Sources of inexpensive helmets.

* A collage of many ads for cheap helmets.

* Videos for helmet campaigns. One of them is free!

Link: www.bhsi.org/toolkit.htm
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12. CPSC, Dynacraft Announce Recall of Boys' Mountain Bicycles Sold at Wal-Mart

Text w/ photo:  www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01132.html

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), Dynacraft Industries Inc., of San Rafael, Calif., is voluntarily recalling about 38,000 boys'
mountain bicycles. The front-suspension forks on these bicycles can break during use, resulting
in serious injury.

Dynacraft has received 33 reports of the front-suspension forks on these bicycles breaking,
resulting in 32 injuries that included a blood clot in the brain, broken bones, cuts, bruises and
chipped teeth.

These 20-inch, 21-speed, dual-suspension bicycles have the model name "NEXT SHOCKZONE"
written on their orange frame in black lettering. A label on the frame near the crank housing
reads, "Distributed by Dynacraft Industries" and "Made in China." Only the orange bicycles with
model number 8536-33 are included in this recall. The model number is written on another label
on the frame near the crank housing.

Wal-Mart stores sold these bicycles nationwide from September 1999 through March 2001 for
about $130.

Consumers should stop using these bicycles immediately, and call Dynacraft to receive a free
replacement fork and to arrange for free installation. For more information, consumers should call
Dynacraft at (800) 551-0032 between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, visit their
web site at www.dynacraftbikes.com.

Bicycles with a label at the bottom of the fork that reads, "Fork made Jan., 2000" or "Fork made
July, 2000" are not part of this recall.

v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v^v

13. CPSC, Disney Store Announce Recall of Children's Costumes

Text w/ photo:  www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01129.html

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), the Disney Store, of Glendale, Calif., is voluntarily recalling about 54,000 Princess Ariel

www.bhsi.org/toolkit.htm

www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01132.html

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01129.html


(The Little Mermaid) costumes. Fabric used in these costumes can ignite readily and presents a
serious risk of burn injuries in violation of the Federal Flammable Fabrics Act.

CPSC and Disney are aware of two reports of costumes igniting, resulting in one burn injury to a
4-year-old girl.

The Princess Ariel costume has a green skirt with two layers of netting on top and a sequined
purple metallic bodice with a picture of Ariel. The costumes were sold in youth sizes 2-4, 4-6X
and 8-10. The neckline labels read "The Disney Store."

The Disney Store sold the costumes for Halloween from July 2000 through October 2000. The
Disney Store catalog and DisneyStore.com sold the costumes from July 2000 through January
2001. The costumes sold for about $29.

Consumers should stop wearing these costumes immediately, and return them to any Disney
Store or to the Disney Store catalog for a refund and a $10 gift certificate. For more information,
call Disney at (800) 328-5902 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CT Monday through Friday, or e-mail
the company at disneystore.costume@disneyonline.com.

The recall does not include Princess Ariel costumes sold before July 2000. The earlier Ariel
costume was a mermaid fin-like costume with a knee-length, sequined skirt.
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14. CPSC, Gladstrong Investments USA Announce Recall of Disposable Lighters
4-Year-Old Girl Died in Fire After Playing with Firm's Lighter

Text w/ photo and streaming video:  www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01124.html

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), Gladstrong Investments USA, of Hacienda Heights, Calif., is voluntarily recalling about
13 million disposable lighters. The lighters' child-resistant mechanisms are frequently ineffective.
Young children are able to operate the lighters, posing a fire hazard.

CPSC and Gladstrong Investments have received a report of a 4- year-old girl who died after
starting a fire with a Gladstrong Investments lighter and then hid in a closet. The fire caused an
estimated $72,000 in damages. In another incident, two brothers, a 4- year-old and a 6-year-old,
reportedly ignited clothing and paper inside a car while playing with one of these lighters causing
about $1,500 in damages. They were not injured.

The recalled lighters have their brand name, "BODA-BING," "GIL," "HAPPY," or "WAX" stamped
on both sides of their metal tops. The UPC bar code on the lighters' labels is "0-80692-99930-1,"
"0-295114-0" or starts with "7-55998." Writing on these lighters includes "MADE IN CHINA." The
lighters were sold in various colors.

Convenience, drug and discount stores nationwide sold these lighters from January 1998 through
February 2001 for about $1.

Consumers should stop using these lighters immediately and return them to the store where
purchased for a refund. For more information, call Gladstrong at (877) 666-0664 between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. PT Monday through Friday.

These lighters were discovered by CPSC surveillance and from reports from the Franklin, N.H.
and Kenosha, Wis. fire departments.
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http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01124.html


15. CPSC, Cosco Inc. and Safety 1st Announce Recall of Bungee Baby Jumpers and Wipe
Warmers

Text with photos:  www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01117.html

(Excerpt)
WASHINGTON, D.C.- In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), Cosco Inc. (Cosco), of Columbus, Ind., and Safety 1st, of Canton, Mass., are voluntarily
recalling about 171,000 bungee baby jumpers and 100,600 baby wipe warmers. The Bungee
Baby Jumper allows a baby to bounce while supported in a seat by an elastic "bungee cord,"
suspended from a doorway. Metal clasps can detach from the bungee cord, causing the unit to
fall to the floor. Babies can suffer injuries from the fall. A wipe warmer is an electric appliance that
warms baby wipes. Cracks in the interior basin of these wipe warmers can allow moisture to
contact the electrical components. Consumers touching the wipes could receive an electrical
shock.
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16. CPSC Fines Cosco/Safety 1st $1.75 Million for Failing to Report Product Defects

Largest fine against children's product manufacturer in CPSC's history

Text:  www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01119.html

(Excerpt)
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) announced
today that Cosco Inc., of Columbus, Ind., and Safety 1st Inc., of Canton, Mass., have agreed to
pay a total of $1.75 million in civil penalties to settle CPSC charges that they failed to report
product defects that caused serious injuries and deaths to children. Under federal law, companies
are required to report to CPSC if they obtain information that reasonably suggests that one of
their products could present a substantial risk of injury to consumers, or creates an unreasonable
risk of serious injury or death. Both companies are subsidiaries of Dorel U.S.A. Inc., of Columbus,
Ind.
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17. => Change of editor coming for the Alaska Injury Prevention News.

I am leaving my position at CHEMS on May 4, moving to a new opportunity with the Alaska
Department of Fish & Game.  CHEMS plans to continue this forum.  Contributions can be
directed toward Mary Krom at the following email address:  mary_krom@health.state.ak.us
~David Thomson~

************************************************************************************************
This message has been compiled and sent to subscribers of the AK-Prev, AHELP, AK-EMSC list-
serves by the Section of Community Health & EMS (CHEMS), Alaska Division of Public Health.  It
has also been sent as a "bcc" to others in Alaska including Public Health Centers, SAFE KIDS
coalitions, Native Health organizations, Alaska Injury Prevention Center, and regional EMS
Councils and Coordinators who may be interested and active in injury prevention and health
promotion.  The purpose is to share resources, breaking news, training opportunities, product
recalls, and opinion to help prevent injuries to Alaskans.  Feedback and contributions are
encouraged.

 link for the AK-Prev & AK-EMSC list-serve: http://chems.alaska.gov/ems_list_servers.htm
 link for the AHELP list-serve: http://www.auroraweb.com/ahec/
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